l6l            CZECHS   AGAINST   GERMANS

Acting Prime Minister of Bohemia and Moravia
stated to-day:

*" Czech politicians now living abroad are pre-
tending to speak on behalf of the Czech people. ]
declare emphatically that they are acting without out
consent and without being in agreement with us.

*" We are not going to enter into a controversy on
this subject. We are going to act. Within a few days
we are passing stringent legal measures which -will
deal with those who, by their acts, are alienating them-
selves from the nation.

'" The Czech people must now break away from the
fatal traditions of the last twenty years and begin all
over again," he added.

*" We are therefore going to try, with all the energy
at our command, to check these influences which are
attempting to drive our people into new adventures,
the ultimate outcome of which would be no less than
the destruction of our nation "'.

Anybody who does not know the Czech political
circumstances very well might have thought that the
Czechs had given up any hope of a new Czech state.
But this was not the case. The puppet Government knew
Czech feelings very well, even if such men as used to
be in strong theoretical opposition to Benes and his
friends had to do something in order to maintain some
respect from the people. A whispering campaign is going
on throughout Bohemia and Moravia, and this is creating
economic disturbances. The members of the Government
want the Czech public to know that Benes and his friends
are still working for the cause of the Czech people abroad.